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words, the democratic Dewey insists that the so-called liberal
education may be meant to fit a man for what has been called
the trade of being a gentleman. "The fact is," he says, "that
the opposition of a high worth of personality to social efficiency
is a product of a feudally organized society, with its rigid
division of inferior and superior. . . . The separation of the
two aims is fatal to democracy."1 In other words, there is,
according to Dewey, more than a touch of intellectual snobbery
in the traditional idea of a liberal education.
There is a passage in the writings of T. H. Huxley which is
well worth quoting here, both because of its high suggestiveness,
and because it exemplifies so admirably the point of view here
taken about all definitions of education, "That man, I think,"
says Huxley, "has had a liberal education who has been so
trained in youth that his body is the ready servant of his will,
and does with ease and pleasure all the work that, as a
mechanism, it is capable of; whose intellect is a clear cold logic
engine, with all its parts of equal strength, and in smooth
working order; ready, like a steam-engine, to be turned to any
kind of work, and spin the gossamers as well as forge the
anchors of the mind; whose mind is stored with a knowledge of
the great and fundamental truths of Nature and of the laws of
her operations; one who, no stunted ascetic, is full of life and
fire, but whose passions are trained to come to heel by a
vigorous will, the servant of a tender conscience; who has
learned to love all beauty, whether of Nature or of art, to hate
all vileness, and to respect others as himself. Such an one, and
no other, I conceive, has had a liberal education; for he is, as
completely as a man can be, in harmony with Nature. He will
make the best of her, and she of him. They will get on together
rarely; she as his ever beneficent mother; he as her mouthpiece,
her conscious self, her minister and interpreter/'2
1 Democracy and Education, pp. 142-3.
* From "A Liberal Education and Where to find it," »a Science and
Education,

